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· Background 1.  The neoliberal economic agenda being inflicted on Western and Northern Europe (and of course elsewhere) is one in which concentrated financial and corporate power is causing highly uneven development and ever-increasing gaps in living standards.  This obviously applies to Britain.

· Background 2.  Elites have long endorsed and imposed a neoliberal agenda.  In the European Union these elites are unelected and in Britain they can in theory be kicked out at election time.  (Though they usually return, with different faces).  A few fairly minor crumbs were offered by European elites.  These include some guarantees of working conditions and a small degree of 'ecological modernisation'.   

· Coming to  the referendum itself, UKIP and the Tory Party obviously played on fears about migration  and promoted the belief that expelling migrants and rejecting the EU will 'allow us to get our country back'.  The fact that neoliberal economic policy as promoted by the EU prevents such self-determination got very little media attention. 

· Corbyn is well aware of all the above but where was he in the referendum?   He was apparently giving speeches to the Momentum and the Labour Party but he was virtually invisible on the mainstream media.  Why?  Did he consider his message too problematic and contradictory for the mainstream media?   Finally, The BBC and parts of the press also suggested that levels of understanding about the issues were remarkably low.    BBC voxpops after the referendum suggest that many people did not really understand what they were voting for.  And, according to The Washington Post millions of British people Googled 'EU'  after the referendum!  But this is a bit apocryphal and more detailed research is definitely needed.   

· As regards the future, it seems probable that some kind of compromise stitch-up between Britain and European elites will be made.    But this means that working-class Brexiters who voted against the EU will probably suffer yet more doses of neoliberal medicine.  Further cutbacks in public spending 'to re-stimulate  the economy' are already being mooted by the Tories.   All this could easily mean that the sections of the working class who voted 'Leave' will remain in much the same circumstances as they were in at the start of this whole process.   
  

  
