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Some general comments first, then I’ll focus on the (highly) distinctive situation in Scotland.
I agree with Peter: where was Corbyn? True, the media presented this as Cameron vs Johnson, excluding almost entirely left voices on both sides. But it was Corbyn’s job to break through this. He failed abjectly, and as a result, the Labour Party is in meltdown. For the left, this should have been seen as a defensive battle it was vital to win – because a Brexit win would be a huge victory for the right and far right in the UK and the EU, as it has proved. He should have been saying – trumpeting, so the media could not ignore him: immigrants are not the problem, the right and the greedy rich in Britain, Europe and beyond are the problem, and we can better fight them inside the EU than outside. He should also have been pressing the Brexiters to reveal their specific plans if they won – as it turns out, they don’t have any!
On a related point, we should not excuse or analyze away popular racism and xenophobia – even those at the bottom of the heap are primarily responsible for their own views and attitudes. A point Pat, Peter and Ian have not mentioned is the steep age-gradient: those under 25 apparently voted 3:1 Remain, and only among the over-45s was there a Leave majority. Yet young people are the worst affected by “austerity” and neoliberalism – but have not turned to racism and xenophobia. The black and Asian minorities also voted heavily to Remain.
The result in Scotland emphasises and reinforces the huge gulf that now exists between the political cultures of Scotland and of England+Wales. That doesn’t necessarily mean an immediate renewed independence campaign, nor that a new indyref would necessarily produce a “Yes”: substantial chunks of SNP voters and “Yes” voters voted Leave, so a “Vote for independence so we can stay in the EU” campaign is not an obvious winner. But the result has strengthened Sturgeon’s already dominant position in Scottish politics: she has a party united behind her, got a 92:0 vote in Holyrood (31 abstensions – all Tories I think, 6 absent) for her attempt to find a way to keep Scotland in the EU even as the rest of the UK leaves, and has had the opportunity to appear on the world stage. When it becomes completely clear there is no way Scotland can stay in both the UK and the EU (as it will), and that Scotland’s interests are being sidelined in negotiations (which they will be), she’ll have her platform for the next UK election whenever it comes, will put a demand for indyref2 in the manifesto, and could well win over 50% of the vote. Most likely this will happen after the UK has left the EU (I don’t believe there will be an autumn election, for several reasons), and she’ll present the EU issue as “This is something we can decide for ourselves once we get independence.”
